
UNIVERSIDADE ESTADUAL DE CAMPINAS
SISTEMA DE BIBLIOTECAS DA UNICAMP

REPOSITÓRIO DA PRODUÇÃO CIENTIFICA E INTELECTUAL DA UNICAMP

Versão do arquivo anexado / Version of attached file:

Versão do Editor / Published Version

Mais informações no site da editora / Further information on publisher's website:

https://europepmc.org/article/med/28160592

DOI: 10.4317/medoral.21605

Direitos autorais / Publisher's copyright statement:

© by Medicina Oral. All rights reserved.

DIRETORIA DE TRATAMENTO DA INFORMAÇÃO

Cidade Universitária Zeferino Vaz Barão Geraldo
CEP 13083-970 – Campinas SP

Fone: (19) 3521-6493

http://www.repositorio.unicamp.br

http://www.repositorio.unicamp.br/


Med Oral Patol Oral Cir Bucal. 2017 Mar 1;22 (2):e142-3.                                                                                                                                                                               PVL and oral lichen planus

e142

Journal section: Letter to the editor
Publication Types: Review

Letter to Editor: Development of proliferative verrucous leukoplakia (PVL) 
in oral lichen planus: Is it not a clinical spectrum of PVL?

Diego-Tetzner Fernandes 1, Alan-Roger Santos-Silva 2, Pablo-Agustin Vargas 2, Márcio-Ajudarte Lopes 2

1 DDS, PhD student. Oral Diagnosis Department, Piracicaba Dental School, University of Campinas – UNICAMP, Piracicaba, 
São Paulo, Brazil
2 DDS, PhD. Oral Diagnosis Department, Piracicaba Dental School, University of Campinas – UNICAMP, Piracicaba, São 
Paulo, Brazil

Correspondence:
Faculdade de Odontologia de Piracicaba - UNICAMP
Departamento de Diagnóstico Oral - Semiologia
Av. Limeira, 901 CEP 13.414-903
Piracicaba - São Paulo - Brasil
malopes@fop.unicamp.br

Received: 22/08/2016
Accepted: 30/10/2016

Dear Editor:

In their recent publication, Garcia-Pola et al. (1) (2016) suggested the development of proliferative verrucous 
leukoplakia (PVL) in oral lichen planus (OLP). It was described as a preliminary study, where this association 
supposedly occurred. They presented a retrospective analysis with a long-term follow-up, showing an interesting 
relationship between these lesions. It is important to emphasize that the clinical profile of patients with PVL is 
well recognized in the literature, mainly affecting non-smoking and non-drinking elderly women, older than 60 
years (2-4). We have diagnosed in our institution patients that initially present oral lichenoid lesions throughout 
the oral musosae. However, some years after close follow-up, some lichenoid areas became clinically verrucous 
leukoplakia leading to the diagnosis of PVL (5). 
Interestingly, the histopathological analysis of these initial lichenoid lesions often was not confirmed as lichenoid 
reaction or even lichen planus. Over time, as these lesions changed clinically, other biopsies were performed and 
the histopathological aspects were compatible with the clinical hypothesis presenting hyperkeratosis and acan-
thosis and variable degrees of epithelial dysplasia. In addition, one patient with this profile presented initially 
lichenoid areas in both buccal mucosa and lateral border of the tongue bilaterally and fifteen months later devel-
oped squamous cell carcinoma on the left lateral border of the tongue. This case was recently published by our 
group (5) where it was suggested that, in some cases, the initial clinical manifestation of PVL may mimic OLP or 
oral lichenoid reaction. In our opinion, figures 1,2,3 and 4 of the paper of Garcia-Pola’s group did not represent a 
true oral lichen planus. In addition, histopathological figures could be provided to better illustrate the diagnosis of 
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OLP. Therefore, differently from what was proposed by Garcia-Pola et al. (1) we believe that their cases represent an 
under-recognized spectrum of PVL, which is characterized by a lichenoid pattern and could lead to misdiagnosis.  
Sincerely,
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